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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable the creator of 
digital data or distribution service provider to 
limit the secondary distribution of data when 
transmitting digital information. 

SOLUTION: Secondary distribution information, in 
which limitation items related to secondary 
distribution are described, is added to data. When 
secondarily distributing one part of or all data, 
inside the data transmitter/receiver, a secondary 
distribution information processing part 
investigates the limitation items described in the 
secondary distribution information and only when it 
is judged the secondary distribution is permitted, 
secondary distribution is performed. The secondary 
distribution information contains information on the 
author of data and descriptions related to a time 
limit concerning whether or not the secondary 
distribution of data is to be permitted and how many 
times the secondary distribution of data is to be 
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